


Good Public Relations

1.Creates Visibility
2.Builds Credibility
3.Generates Thought Leadership 



Paid
• Advertising
• SEO
• Camp Fairs

Earned
• Public Relations

• Proactive
• Reactive
• Crisis

Owned
• Marketing
• Email
• Digital
• Brand Writing GREAT Copy

Junior by Thomas Kemeny



Proactive 
Public Relations

1.Pitching
2.Press Releases
3.Be a Source
4.Opinion Editorial 



Pitching

Breaking News Strategy 

Remember when you 
covered this — let’s work 
together again — Strategy



Masks Cohorting and 
tracing

Screening Quarantine and 
isolation

Vaccines

Personal responsibility Shared responsibility

Source: Adapted from Ian M. Mackay (virologydownunder.org) and James T. Reason.

THE SWISS CHEESE RESPIRATORY VIRUS DEFENSE
Recognize that no single intervention is perfect at preventing spread. Each intervention has its limitations. Multiple layers mitigate risk.

Physical distance;
stay home if sick

Hand hygiene and 
cough etiquette

If crowded, 
limit your time

Testing Promote ventilation; 
move outdoors when 

possible



Press Releases
Examples of recent camp press releases:

Camp Tuku, a Mindfulness Summer Camp
Camp Tuku, a Mindfulness Summer Camp that Empowers Kids with Life Skills to Manage Stress and Build Resilience

Dunkin' Joy in Childhood Foundation Helps Bring the Joy of Summer Camp to Kids Battling Illness with $500,000 in Grants
Foundation grants will support camps for children with serious illnesses after an especially difficult year

CAMP SOUTHERN GROUND LAUNCHES NEURODIVERSITY CAMPAIGN TO CELEBRATE DIFFERENT AND SUPPORT INCLUSION
Today, Camp Southern Ground kicks off “What Different Can Do,” a month-long awareness campaign to flip the perception of 
“different” on its head.



Formula for a 
Good Press Release
Say it all in the primary header

• EX: New American Camp Association Survey Demonstrates Camps Can Operate Safely

Tell a story in the secondary.
• EX: Summer 2020 survey confirms safety and offers hope for children to rebuild necessary social 

and emotional connections through camp experiences this summer.

Open with primary  news / findings – why is this important?

Support with quotes from key or important influencers. 
• If it’s an opinion – not a fact – you can only include it as a quote.

Close with why it’s important – without restating what you’ve already said. 



Be a Source



Write an Opinion 



Current Talking Points: 4.5.21
1. Camp is on for this summer and we’re focused on health, safety and risk management this summer! 

We’re using the American Camp Association Field Guide and local health department guidance to plan 
our practices, policies, and procedures for mitigating spread of COVID-19 this summer.

2. The American Camp Association has ample evidence that camp can and will happen safely this 
summer. The science shows that camps that have implemented strict, layered mitigation strategies —
including masking, cohorting, physical distancing, cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities, proper 
handwashing, and respiratory etiquette — have been able to safely operate in person while mitigating 
spread of COVID-19. The best visual for this is the swiss cheese respiratory virus defense highlighted in 
this graphic.

3. Our kids need camp this summer. Many parents, grandparents and guardians think of school as 
essential and camp as elective. However, this is not an either/or choice — school is clearly essential, 
but the many benefits of camp make it equally crucial in supporting whole-child health this summer and 
beyond. In fact, decades of camp research has proven that the skills learned at camp support academic 
performance and are at the core of college and career readiness.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acacamps.org%2Fresource-library%2Fcoronavirus%2Fcamp-business%2Ffield-guide-camps&data=04%7C01%7Cpr%40acacamps.org%7C3da413e279d64cdb6a7008d8e4c12c66%7C955b0136bbb14cc6a1a034e325d6b265%7C0%7C0%7C637510866055526219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7NRWgjqtlDhfzBkPewEZEnOn2R7ear3LNmmLUg3v9Fs%3D&reserved=0


CAMPCOUNTS 2020

Youth living through the pandemic need camp 
experiences, now more than ever.
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