






 

Free Afternoon Options for Wednesday 
The afternoon is free for you to enjoy everything that the region has to offer. Below you will find planned 
trips, as well as some destination suggestions: 
 
 

Fort Collins Brewery Tours 
Catch the bus at Highlands for a beautiful drive through St. Vrain Canyon 
to the plains of Fort Collins. Explore the city; the Old Town abounds with 
shops and galleries featuring the work of local artists, craftsmen, and 
photographers. From the King of Beers to Fat Tire, Fort Collins is home to 
five award-winning craft breweries and one of the best known, large 
breweries in the world, Anheuser Busch. The group will determine which 
breweries we will tour. Spend a fun day out with friends- transportation 

provided. The cost is $25.00 per person (transportation only). 
 
 

Rocky Mountain National Park and Estes Park 
You don’t have to drive far from Highlands for breath taking views and 
picturesque vistas. See the Rockies in their winter splendor as a blanket of 
snow tops the peaks. We will tour the Rocky Mountain National Park 
Visitor’s Center where we will enjoy a ranger talk- just for us! Then we will 
drive in to the mountains as far as the snow will allow. Finish the day in 
the little town of Estes Park. Their small shops offer a variety of gifts from 
handcrafted Southwestern arts to unique giftware and jewelry. Enjoy 
dinner and maybe a cup of hot chocolate or a local pint. Transportation is 

provided. The cost is $30.00 per person (for transportation and park entry). 
 

 
Boulder Shopping 
Enjoy a scenic drive down St. Vrain Canyon to the unique city of Boulder. Sip 
on some local flavor at the Celestial Seasonings Tea Company. The tour is 
free! Walking through Pearl Street, the downtown shopping district of 
Boulder, is an enjoyable way to wile away the afternoon with artisans and 
craftsmen of every variety. Option suggestion and information available, 
transportation not provided. 

  
 
Day in Denver 
From the Zoo to the Aquarium, this is a trip for families. The Museum of 
Nature and Science offers interactive and hands-on activities with dinosaur 
bones discovered near Denver in the 1800s. Restaurants, shopping and kid-
friendly activities in walking distance in downtown Denver. Option suggestion 
and information available, transportation provided if interest warrants. 
Transportation costs for this trip will be approximately $25.00 per person. 
 
 

If you do not feel like traveling on Wednesday, you can also stay at 
Highlands and enjoy what their 285-acre facility has to offer. This 
includes numerous hiking trails. They range from a gentle meadow 
loop to the popular hike to the Hidden Room. For the bold, the 
nearest ridge provides an excellent hike to the crosses on top. 
Dinner will be served (at a nominal cost) for anyone who makes 
reservations by Tuesday. 



 

Site Tours for Thursday 
A special feature of this year’s conference will be the opportunity to tour up to four other camps and retreat 
centers near Highlands: 
 
St. Malo Catholic Retreat Center  www.saintmalo.org 
St. Malo Retreat Center is under the spiritual direction of Sodalitium Christianae 
Vitae community, a Society of Apostolic Life. Located on 160-acres of wooded 
property, just to the east of Rocky Mountain National Park, the three-story lodge 
offers 49 lodging rooms with private baths and balconies. St. Malo’s also provides 
over 5,000 square feet of meeting space in large and small conference rooms. 
Located just five miles from Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center, all of 
our participants requesting single rooms will be lodged at St. Malo. Shuttles will run 
regularly between Highlands and St. Malo, and all conference participants are invited 
to visit the adult retreat center and their beautiful chapel. 

YMCA of the Rockies - Estes Park Center  www.ymcarockies.org 
YMCA of the Rockies - Estes Park Center is nestled on 860 acres in the heart of the Rocky Mountains. The 
center is excited to debut nearly $40,000,000 in new 
construction and renovation. The 100-room Longs Peak Lodge 
provides retreats, families and conferences with gorgeous rooms 
and comfortable gathering areas inside and out. This lodge has 
been awarded LEED Gold certification by the U.S. Green Build 
Council. The renovation and development of the core area of the 
Estes Park Center includes the Mootz Family Craft and Design 
Center, the Leggett Christian Center and a new assembly hall 
attached to the Ruesch Auditorium with seating for 1000. 

Covenant Heights Camp and Retreat Center  www.covenantheights.org 
Covenant Heights serves the Front Range Churches of the Midwest Evangelical Covenant Church. What 
began as a summer camp over 60 years ago, has now evolved into a year-round retreat facility for people of 
all ages. Located on 65 acres, the facility features a high ropes course, 
low ropes course, zip line and an extensive outdoor education 
program. Covenant Heights has a strong emphasis on children, youth, 
and family programs, while utilizing a strong crew of volunteers to 
keep the ministry running smoothly. Serving groups up to 200 people, 
this site offers a variety of lodging options to their retreat guests. 

Cheley Colorado Camps  www.cheley.com 
Cheley Colorado Camps is a private, family-run camp featuring four-
week sessions. Since 1921, thousands of young people from every 
state and more than a dozen countries have come to Cheley Colorado 
Camps. Cheley offers a character-building Colorado youth camp 
program. There are a variety of challenging and enriching activities, 
where campers learn to understand and assess risks as they accomplish 
new skills. They learn how to exercise judgment as they take on new 
challenges and how to work with a group. The activities include a 
climbing wall, wood shop, weight room, archery range, pottery studio 
and a large equestrian program. 

On Thursday, the tour of area sites will leave Highlands at 1:30 pm and return in time for 
dinner. This tour will take place during Workshops #6 and #7. A limited number of workshops 
will be offered during this time for those who do not wish to participate in the tour. 



 

Workshop Session #6: Thursday the 18th at 1:00 – 2:15pm 
 
1. Master Plans - Taking Your Facility to the Next Stage by Dave Lee 
Where will your facility be in 5, 10 or 50 years? In this workshop, participants will explore Master Plans: how 
to create one, how to implement one, and to adapt and change.  
 
Dave Lee is one of the Principal Architects for Fletemeyer and Lee, a premier architectural firm located in 
Boulder, CO.   
 
2. Horseback Riding in the Colorado Rockies 
Enjoy a nice ride on horseback exploring the wonderful vistas of the Colorado Rocky Mountains. This 
workshop has an additional fee of $35.00 per hour payable on the day of the ride to the vendor, and will last 
from 1:00–4:30ish pm.   
 
Horseback rides will be provided by Sombrero Ranches either in Allenspark or Estes Park.  
 
3. Tour of Highlands  
Explore and learn about the unique history of the facility called Highlands. From its 20th-century rustic cabins 
to its 21st century Retreat Center, Highlands has a wonderful past and a wonderful dream for the future. It’s 
285 acres sit in a beautiful mountain ecological zone, surrounded by peaks in Rocky Mountain National Park.   
 
This tour will be led a friendly Highlands staff person. 
 
4. Tour of Surrounding Camps and Conference Centers 
The tour of camps will include the option of visiting Covenant Heights (a popular children, youth and family 
church camp and conference center) or Cheley Camps (a world–renowned popular private summer camp), 
and then a visit to the YMCA of the Rockies — Estes Park Center. This popular option will last all afternoon 
and return to Highlands by dinner. If you choose this option, please do not select a workshop for session #7.  
 
The tours will be led by the directors of the respective sites.   
 

Workshop Session #7: Thursday the 18th at 2:30 – 3:45 pm 
 
1. Introduction to the 2011 New Earth Curriculum 
Come learn about the New Earth Curriculum for 2011 and do a lesson or two to get a feel for what the 
curriculum teaches and nurtures to the children and youth of your facility.   
 
This workshop will be led by a resource person to the 2011 curriculum writing committee.   
 
2. Marketing Green Aspects of Your Facility by Elise Bates Russell 
God calls us to be thankful stewards of the environment around us. But how do we share this with guests 
and educate user groups about our practices? This workshop will explore ways to adequately market our 
stewardship practices in order to draw more users to our sites and inspire them to action. Plus, we will 
discuss the Green Site Certification that is in process. People want to find this type of experience!   
 
Elise Bates Russell is the Assistant Director at Camp Westminster on Higgins Lake in Michigan. She is 
passionate about creating spaces to enhance outdoor Christian ministry for children, youth and families. She 
loves to travel and learn and especially draws from her experiences growing up on several of our 
Presbyterian camp and conference center sites! 

“The Heights Are Boundless” 
The 2010 Annual Conference of the 

Presbyterian Church Camp and 
Conference Association 
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Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center 
1945-2010  “Sixty-five Years of Grace in a Beautiful Place” 
 
Highlands is owned by the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks, and operated in covenant partnership with the 
Presbytery of Denver. Their location encompasses 285 acres, has 42 buildings, horse facilities, a low-
elements challenge course and access to the wilderness areas of the Roosevelt National Forest and Rocky 
Mountain National Park. The Retreat Center provides dining facilities, meeting space, and a welcome and 
reception area as well as guest rooms. The log cabins provide the opportunity for you and your family to 
have a true mountain experience in a real log cabin. 
 

Food Service 
Highlands is pleased to offer hearty buffet-style meals at breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. Start your day with a hot breakfast or a selection of cereals and 
yogurt at our breakfast bar. Then, at lunch and dinner, enjoy our fresh 
salad bar and a variety of freshly prepared entrees and desserts. On 
Thursday, we will have a special food show. Be prepared to walk around 
the dining rooms in order to sample the treats that our vendors have to 
offer. If you have special dietary needs, please indicate that on your 
registration form. 

 
General Information 
• Free wireless internet is available during your stay in 

the retreat center lobby and dining areas. 
• There is no cell phone service at Highlands. They 

do have local phone service to Estes Park, Boulder and 
Denver as well as a long distance phone line available 
at the courtesy telephone located in the lobby. 

• Pets are not allowed. 
• Weather: In November, the highs may reach into the 

50’s (5 degrees Celsius), but lows will dip below 
freezing…sometimes well below. Please plan to dress 
in layers! 

• Please bring personal gear and toiletry items. Bedding and towels will be provided. Highlands is located 
at 8500 feet. Some guests may be affected by altitude. Drinking plenty of water can help avoid altitude 
sickness. Please bring a water bottle. 

 
The mission of Highlands is to provide gracious hospitality and quality Christian 
programs in a majestic mountain setting and to nurture spiritual renewal and 
transformation in a safe and inclusive environment. 



 

Accommodations 
Linens are provided for all of the lodging options. 
 
Retreat Center (Full) 
Completed in August of 2002, this 24-bedroom, 104-bed retreat center offers accommodations for our adult 
guests. The center, as well as the attached dining/meeting facility, is fully accessible. Each room comfortably 
accommodates guests primarily in full-length twin beds, with some queen-sized Murphy beds and Flex-Steel sofa 
sleepers available. Rooms can be arranged for couples, if desired. Every bedroom has its own bathroom, with the 
sinks and mirrors, shower, and toilet areas all separate. 
 

Cabins 
All cabins provide bunk beds, modern bathrooms and heated accommodations. Two types of cabins are available 
during the conference:  
Antelope and Blackbear Cabins: Built in the early 1990s, these two cabins have spacious, modern 
bathrooms and sleep up to 20 persons each. They also feature a central meeting area.   

Housekeeping and Log Cabins: Housekeeping Cabins can each accommodate up to 25 persons. They have 
a central meeting area and a kitchen equipped with a stove, refrigerator, microwave and coffee pot. The log 
cabins are individually unique and sleep between 8 and 20 people each.  

St. Malo Catholic Retreat Center  
This modern, comfortable facility is located on 160-acres of wooded property. Their three-story lodge offers 
lodging rooms with private baths and balconies. Located just five miles from Highlands Presbyterian Camp 
and Retreat Center, all of our participants requesting single rooms and partial week stays will be lodged at St. 
Malo. Shuttles will run regularly between Highlands and St. Malo, and all conference participants are invited 
to visit the adult retreat center and their beautiful chapel. 



 

Program and Lodging Fees 
 
Program Fees 
Participant:  $125.00 for PCCCA members 
    $175.00 for non-members 
Non-Participating Spouse:  $50.00 
Children and Youth:  $50.00 
Partial Stay Participant:  $50.00 per day 
 
 After September 15th, these program fees increase by $25.00 
 After November 1st, these program fees increase by an additional $25.00 
 
The above fees are for the conference program. If a spouse or guest is planning on participating in 
workshops, then they are to register as a participant. PCCCA members who are registering as a participant 
receive a $50 discount. This does not apply to all employees from a PCCCA member site, but only those 
individuals who have paid dues from that site. During the registration process, members are to use the 
PCCCA website repository password (c*********) as a special coupon code in order to receive this $50 
discount. If you are a member and do not have this password, please contact Joel Winchip at 
joel@pccca.net or 803.322.0232. 
 
Lodging 
Retreat Center:  $195.00 per adult with double occupancy (no single occupancy rooms are available) 
     $135.00 per adult with triple or quad occupancy  
     Retreat Center is full– please see St. Malo for private bath accommodations 
Black Bear and Antelope Cabins: $125 per adult (Children 0-5 free and 6-12 are $67.50) 
Housekeeping and Log Cabins: $95 per adult (Children 0-5 free and 6-12 are $52.50) 
Saint Malo Retreat Center: $235.00 per adult with double occupancy 
       $310.00 per adult with single occupancy 
        $60.00 per night for partial stays (plus a one-time $10.00 linen charge) 
 
Meals 
Adult:  $129.00 
Child 6-12:  $86.00 
Child 5 and under:  Free 
Partial Stay Participant:  Breakfasts are $7.50, Lunches are $9.00 and Dinners are $12.00 
       (special meals, like the Colorado Dinner, are available at an additional charge)  
 
Shuttles 
The conference is providing shuttles from the Denver International Airport and Union Station in Denver on 
Sunday and Friday only. Please schedule your Sunday flight/train to arrive between 11:00 am and 4:00 pm 
for the 90-minute drive to Highlands. Please allow 30 minutes after arrival to retrieve luggage and meet the 
shuttle. If your flight arrives after 4:00 pm (by design or delay), your shuttle fee will be refunded and you 
will need to rent a car. Return flights on Friday should be booked no earlier than 9:00 am. 
 
The cost for either location is $35 round trip. 
 
Please call Highlands at 303.747.2888 if you should experience travel delays. 
 
Carbon Offset  
We encourage everyone to continually strive to reduce their carbon footprint through sensible energy 
reductions combined with carbon offsets to eliminate their overall footprint. Please go to Carbonfund.org to 
learn how you can offset the emissions created by your travel to the conference. 
 
Scholarships 
Financial assistance for the conference is available by contacting the PCCCA Board President, Dan 
Scheneman, at 816.891.1078 or admin@heartlandcenter.org. Scholarships are normally limited to the 
program fee for the event. 



 

Registration and Directions 
 
Registration 
Whether you are planning on paying with a check or credit card, please click on the button below for the 
registration form. When you complete the process using a credit card, you are immediately registered for the 
conference. If you choose to mail a check for your fees, the registration process is not complete until we 
receive your payment. You will be notified by email once your payment is received. All payments are to be 
made in U.S. dollars. We wish to thank UltraCamp for their donation of this online registration system. 

 
 
 
  

Cancellation Policy 
Prior to November 1st, all but $100.00 will be refunded to you. After this date, the entire fee is non-
refundable. If you need to cancel or change your registration, please contact Penny Laitos at 
registrar@highlandscamp.org or 303.747.2888 ext. 223.  
 

Directions  
From Ft. Collins and the northeast plains:  
From I-25, proceed south to Longmont, exit 243 
and turn west on CO Hwy 66 toward Longmont/
Lyons. Proceed west on 66 through Lyons to the 
stop sign and turn left on CO Hwy 7 toward 
Allenspark. Approximately 18 miles beyond 
Lyons, watch for signs directing travelers to turn 
left on the Hwy 7 business route through 
Allenspark. Turn left on Hwy 7 business route, 
and proceed about 1/8 mile just past the large 
rock. The sign marking the entryway to 
Highlands is on the left. 
 
From Denver, Colorado Springs, Pueblo, 
and the southeast plains: 
From I-25, proceed north to Longmont, exit 243 
and turn west on CO Hwy 66 toward Longmont/
Lyons. Proceed west on 66 through Lyons to the 

stop sign and turn left on CO Hwy 7 toward Allenspark. Approximately 18 miles beyond Lyons, watch for 
signs directing travelers to turn left on the Hwy 7 business route through Allenspark. Turn left on Hwy 7 
business route, and proceed about 1/8 mile just past the large rock. The sign marking the entryway to 
Highlands is on the left. 
 
From Denver International Airport (1.5-2 hours):   
Take Pena Blvd to I-70 west, and I-70 to I-270 north, or take E-470 (Toll road, marked “470” on map) north 
to I-25. Go north on I-25 to exit 243 and turn west on CO Hwy 66 toward Longmont/Lyons. Proceed west on 
66 through Lyons to the stop sign and turn left on CO Hwy 7 toward Allenspark. Approximately 18 miles 
beyond Lyons, watch for signs directing travelers to turn left on the Hwy 7 business route through 
Allenspark. Turn left on Hwy 7 business route, and proceed about 1/8 mile just past the large rock. The sign 
marking the entryway to Highlands is on the left. 
 
From the mountains and further west:   
Take I-70 east to Central City Parkway, exit 243. Proceed through Central City/Blackhawk and turn left at 
Clear Creek St/ CO-119. In Nederland, travel 3/4 of the way through the roundabout and take CO Hwy 72 
(Peak to Peak Highway) toward Estes Park. Turn left onto Hwy 7 and proceed approximately 6 miles and 
watch for signs directing travelers to turn left on the Hwy 7 business route through Allenspark. Turn left on 
Hwy 7 business route, and proceed about 1/8 mile just past the large rock. The sign marking the entryway to 
Highlands is on the left. 

Click here to begin the registration process 

https://www.ultracamp.com/clientlogin.aspx?idCamp=253&campCode=PCC
http://maps.google.com/maps?oe=UTF-8&gfns=1&q=1306%20Highway%207%20Business%20Route%2C%20Allenspark%2C%20CO&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=N&hl=en&tab=wl



